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Discourse markers (DMs), which are used very frequently by native speakers of 
English, are an important group of lexical elements that deserve close attention in 
English language learning. With the deepening of discourse analysis and DM study, 
bilingual learner’s dictionaries (BLDs) should accordingly improve the description of 
DMs, to provide sufficient guidance on the usage of this group of lexical elements. 
However, so far little attention has been paid to DMs by E-C bilingual dictionary 
compilers. Therefore, the current study could be seen as an attempt to filling a blank 
between linguistic research and relevant lexicographical application in this regard. 
The present study focuses on how to improve the treatment of DMs in E-C BLDs. 
It tries to apply the views and findings generated from linguistic inquiries to entry 
improvement of DMs in E-C BLDs, with the aim of providing English learners with a 
more systematic picture of DMs. 
To achieve such a goal, the present study begins with an introduction to the 
terminology and research approaches used in the field, which is followed by a detailed 
literature review of DM studies, including the definitions and characteristics, member 
status, functions and diachronic development. Then the author selects five relatively 
influential E-C BLDs, and points out the problems of treatment of DMs by comparing 
them with five famous monolingual learner’s dictionaries (MLDs). Finally the study 
offers a new treatment of DMs in specific entries by making use of the linguistic 
findings. 
The results of the present study show that there exist various problems of 
treatment of DMs at both macrostructural and microstructural levels in present-day 
E-C BLDs, and the linguistic findings generated from DM studies can be helpful to 
effectively improve the treatment of DMs in dictionaries, which may in turn help 
English learners use this group of lexical elements accurately and appropriately in 
cross-cultural communication. 
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